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$0. Ree eens 
GE OF OPPRESSION. 


- | wu Bee 
Lyrxv, Dec. 14th, 1842, 

P Conetitution and lawe in this 

ng at 7 o'clock, m the 

yrevious appointment, to 

ning encroachments 

Constitution and laws, 

s proceedings in the 

is called to order 

zed by the choice 

Chairman, and B. F. 


ow 


il) was filled t@ over- 
ng assembled, 
of either of the 
lection. 
vas explicitly stated 
I n motion of 3. C. 
Coumnittee of three be ap- 
raft resolutions expressive 
and Wm. Jones, Chas, 
p vere appointed said Com- 
ns were offered for consid- 
idopted: 


ments of the abolitionists 

slave Latimer give us new and 

ce that there is in the midst of us a 

us number of persons, who set at 
ind laws; therefore, 

{ imediate duty of the 

( th to raise a voice of re- 

eer -hments of the aboli- 

which cannot be si- 

| convince our brethren at 

huselts is yet willing to 


{ tniion, 


if “ 
ivors of the abolitionists 
un names tothe ‘the Latimer 
Massachusetts Petition? so called, should 
nl marked disapprobation of all 

ihe supremacy of the Consti- 


t 


effort was made by the abolitionists 
Latimer excitement into the sacred 
avers for Latimer, all of which 

for effect, therefore, 
ministers who refused to 
of the fanatics, 
nee of their peo- 


those 
ts to aid the cause 


eased confide 


hivhly approve and feel bound 
if the Boston Daily Bee, in his 
course, in daring to speak 
relation to the wrongs commit- 
r friend, James B. Gray, who, by 
than piracy, was defrauded of his 


That the ettizens in other towns are 
year to the Union, to hold 
t respective villages, and express 
» course of a Jarge class of 
irse of conduct, unless timely 
\wreatly to endanger the Union, 
proceedings of this meeting 


they 


ston Daily Bee, and that the 
sted to transmit to the editor a 
press. 
stion of Joseph Reed, Esq., 
That a « of the proceedings of thie 
for publication in the Lynn Re- 
WM. K. THORNDIKE, Chairman. 


. Basen, Secretary, 
ve resolutions were ably discussed by H. 
Ward Russell, James Frost, of Lynn; A 
Esc New-Bedford; EK. Crocker, of 
en, of Boston; and were carried 
0 dissenting voices, 





J tone or tw 
From the N. Y. Herald. 


The Latimer Case, 


MUTION IN AGITATION AGAIN AT THE SOUTH AND 
NORTH. 
t Latimer slave case in Boston, is wa- 
the slumbering fires in Virginia, The 
\ 


rare allin a flame 
aks as follows: 


The Richmond 


st again call the attention of our readers 
{ Latimer, in Boston. ‘The abolitionists 
| a partial triumph over the Constitution 
{those very citizens, who once profes- 
such devoted friends to the 


ves to be 





‘the charter which binds this Union to- 

f ave permitted the black crew to sacrifice 

‘most Important guaranties. Indeed, if the 

ne which was acted in Faneuil Hall, has 

st grossly misrepresented ; if the debate, 

. re, the letters of some of her absent citi- 

: correctly reported, it turns out that 

g men, who once professed the sturdiest 

. novements of the abolitionists, are 
’ ww ne tt 


‘ing t change or defy the Constitution it- 
Ben ee moma gone forth from various quarters 
= ton, that no fugitive slave shall henceforth re- 
hh tuers of Massachusetts—that no master 

eforth to make reclamation of his property 
sheriff, jailur, judges, abolitionists, and all, 
re to prevent the restoration ofa runaway 
\nd has it come to this? Are the friends 

st tau m determined to trample on its 
\re the frends of the Union disposed 
¥ extremity, in pursuit of the fanatical 


ylit 


14s 


onists ? 
that Mr. Gray of Norfolk, was in 
: Ines lay last, for the purpose of ob- 
' Warrant from the Executive of Virginia on 
{ Massachusetts, for the delivery of 
° e from justice, on the charge of 
. © Must hope that the claim will not be 
: ‘should itso happen that the Gov- 
td ine ‘ts, deaf to the voice of justice, 
thould suc, LO Me requisitions of the Constitution, 
fincy oe. © Geliver him up, without even the 
F ws eso! Governor Seward, then we have no 
Mt Mr. G ‘gory will bring the motter before 


~ \ 


ae ee re, OV @ special message; and then it 


Igy 





© the Jos m 
View y of the Representatives of the 
rir t . » g ; 
. inia to act as becomes one of the high 
5 tothis { wae : S 
1 mmpact. 
Ta o 
rty ns 1 " ; ; 
20 ‘sand organized abolitionists in 


s ni . 

ames, and Mr. Adams in Congress, we ex- 
;, /) Pretty flame can be raised in a few 
“ 'S easy to raise the devil, but it is hard 


Free Negroes. 


Paper from the non-slaveholding States 


“3 BOMC acer: 4 
© nerrope a eons of stealing operations by 
2°08 and thei- e " ? 
Me Iti ne ‘us (heir thieving friends the abolition- 
te mana, a. Own by persons conversant with 
tnd at f 


waded tht ie are the most despicable 
Wd vera ee ecHes that ever cursed the earth— 
them be — would be respectable men who 
and wit and give them voice in their 
. Pudi places. ‘The abolitionists are an 
_ontemptible set of scoundrels, and their 
toa jin property of southerners entitles 
Philan = Graw of the halter. Their vaunted 

‘matter extends just far enough 


“tary, ¢ 









hoe. PY in the 
Clash wit) 
ei Dune. ith their interest,—and once to touch 


‘ : ™ y ' dissolve the whole superstructure. 
Musing a, .. BGuced to make these remarks from 
LOE thal oe we i the New-York Standard, sta- 
"Shed gy @, 0 fron Georgia, visiting Boston, 
Wr. When, © 4¥@ in jail for some misdemea- 
witty Me free ws toe handred of these devilish 

hea y; wo e383) attempted to rescue him, 


thege e 
© Wings cease ?— Florida Journal. 


| COMMUNICATIONS. 


Reply to Mr. Leavitt. 
Aninaton, Dee. 1th, 1542. 
Wal. . Garrison: 

| Dear Sir—{t appears from the Emancipator and 
; Free American of the 17th ultimo, that I am charged 


| polls and ecastin 
movement, 

And are they, in this town, where th 

| Liberty party have obtained so great an ascendancy, 
jlaboring to awaken an interest in our churches in 
jregard to that unholy connexion that exists be- 
{tween them of the North and South with reference 
| to this subject? Who are they, I say, that are 


our vote in favor of this third party 


id 
—) 


who 


by Mr. Leavitt with misrepresentation, in regard to} making these ‘great efforts and sacrifices’ in this 


the statements made hy myself, in a late number of 


your paper, with reference to the inconsistency of 


the Liberty party, in urging the duty of withdrawal 
from the two politica! parties, on account of the con- 
nexion that exists between the: and the institution 
jof slavery ; while they refuse to agitate this ques- 
ition in the church, and labor to dissolve that unholy 
connexion whica exists between them, at the North 
and the South. I propose to examine this subject 
\briefly, in order that the public may judge who 
‘deals the most in misrepresentation, myse!f or my 
ifriend Mr. Leavitt. The following paragraph from 
| my communication, contains the misrepresentation 
lreferred toby Mr. Leavitt. Will the reeder exam- 
\ine the statements here made attentively ? 


* But what must we say of all these efforts by pro- 


|fessing Christians, to disconnect the institution of 
American slavery fromthe two politi al parties, while 
they refuse to m ike the least effort to disconnect it 
| from the professed church of Christ? Are they sin-| 


cere in them? I seriously mquire. 


| those parties, that we cannot unite with them, but are 
| bound to withdraw from them, and orzanize anew, 1 
| seriously ask, how we can louk on and not raise a 
| whisper against aten-fold more sinful and unholy con- 


| nexion, that exists between the churches at the North | 


land the South, with reference to this subject ?’ 


Most assuredly, how can we? Yet the above is 
true in regard to the Liberty party. 


linthe church. It should be the reverse. ‘If this 
writer intended to convey the impression, says Mr. 
Leavitt, ‘ that the friends of the Liberty party refuse 
to make the feast effort to disconnect slavery from 
the profeased church of Christ, he is either very 
much misinformed or very unjust. We venture to 
affirm, continues he, ‘that greater efforts and sacri- 
fices are made by abolitionists friendiy to the Liber- 
ty party, to effect this separation, than by abolition- 
ists opposed to the Liberty party” What a libel on 
the friends of old organization are these statements 
of Mr. Leavitt. For him to say ‘that greater ef- 
forts and sacrifices are made by abolitionists friendly 
ito the Liberty party,’ to dissolve the connexion that 
exists between the churches of the North and the 
South, than is made by those opposed to it, is to 





foundation, I seriously inquire of those who have 
| watched with the least degree of attention, the pro- 


| gress of the anti-slavery cause, from its commence: | 


liment, whether myself or my friend Leavitt deals the 


of his do not do great injustice to tie friends of old 
organization in Massachusetts. I can 
ithat | am not misinformed in regard to the statements 
j}made in the above extract, neither am I unjust in 
making them. I have told the trath, and nothing 
but the truth, as [ shall presently prove. They are 
solemu realities, and | know whereof I attirm. 


assure 


er efforts and sacrifices are made by abolitionists 
friendly to the Liberty party, to effect this separation, 
(between the churches at the North an the Seuth,) 
‘than is done by those abolitionists opposed to the Lih- 
jerty parity!’ In this town, the friends of the Liber- 
ty party polled, at the November election, one hun- 
dred and five votes. As great a number, probably, 
according to the population, as Was castin any town 
in the State. But what are the ‘great efforts a ul 
sacrifices’ put torth by them ou the church ques- 
tion? IT will state some of them, as [ am charged 
by Mr. Leavitt with misrepresentation. The lead- 


in this place. The two deacons of the Baptist 
charch are the file leaders in the third party move- 
ment. One of them was put in romination by the 
party, at the November election, as their candidate 
for Representative. Of the position of this church 
;as it respects anti-slavery, | have had occasion here- 
ltofore to speak through the Liberator. It will be 
remembered, that when the slavery question was 
introduced to this church for their consideration, 
they voted it was one which did not concern 
them as such, in any shape or form whatever. The 
| 





peace and harmony of the church must be main- 
tained, at the expense of the tears and sufferings of 
two and a half millions of immortal beings. Pre- 
vious to the passing of this vote, | was again and 
again denied the opportunity of appearing before 
ithem, and there presenting the wreiched condition 
of our brethren in bonds. 
| witness the course of action pursued by them since 
jthe passing of this vote, although it is nothing more 


jthan we might suspect, after the position assumed | 


| by them on the subject, and the passing of this vote. 
I will relate but one circumstance. A worthy broth- 
jer in the cause of God and humanity, and one, also, 
| whose anti-slavery was known by his works, recent- 
jly made application to this church for admission. 
|He presented to them a letter of recommendation, 
jfrom a Baptist church in Maine, as a member of 
jsaid church in good and regular standing. The 
letter of our friend, after being before the church 
for several months, was at Inst returned to him by 
the pastor of the church, without one word of expla- 
nation, as to why or wherefore the church refused to 
{receive him! In the mean time, the church had op- 


within her pale, and to her communion, yet there 
was no time, it appears, to act on the letter of our 
brother, neither to give a reason as to the why or 
wherefore of its rejection! : 
Here, Sir, we sce the dissimulation and inconsis- 
| tency of this third party movement. ‘To this church 
\ belongs the two deacons in question; one of them 
}was selected by the Liberty men of Abington as 
\their candidate for representative! and many other 
| Liberty men. Now these men ean talk Joud and 
}long in regard to the pro-slavery position of the two 
|parties, and refuse to co-operate with them; yet 
|they can co-operate with this church, remain in fel- 
|lowship with them, and even refuse to condemn such 
‘proceedings! Such conduct proves, too,-the asser- 
{tion | have heretofore made, that they reiuire a 
|higher standard of morals in State than in Church. 
| Ifa political party were only guilty of such conduct, 
{it would be a sufficient reason in the mind of these 
jtwo deacons and their coadjutors to withdtaw our 
|connexion from such a pro-slavery body; yet they 
|can remain in connexion with the Baptist church in 
|this place, and witness the course of action pursued 
| by them in regard to myself, and the brother above 
jalluded to, who was rejected by them solely on ac- 
| count of his fidelity to the anti-slavery cattse. And 
;not only this, but they suffer such conduct of the 
jcharch to pass by, not only uncondemned, but even 
}unnoticed. I would however say, in justice to one 
\of the deacons of the church, that he did, in some 
|measure, remonstrate against the course of the 
}church when they saw fit to expel me from their 
|fellowship and communion. I trast [ never shall 
| forget the course of action pursued by him on that 
| Occasion. 
| long since lost what little anti-slavery he then pos- 
}sessed. He now looks on, apparently unmoved and 
| unaffected, at the course of action pursued by the 
church with reference to this subject, and suffers 
her present course of conduct in regard to myself 
j and my brother who was rejected by them, to pass 
| by, as I before observed, uncondemned and unno- 
jticed. What little anti-slavery our brother now 
| possesses, is wholly concentrated in the third party 
movement. What a detrimental influence this par- 
ity is execting in the community, as it regards this 
; subject morally. It is truly painful. 





—— if we will only, one day in three hundred 
and sixty-five, labor in his behalf by going to the 


If this system of 
| wickedness and oppression so corrupts and defiles | 


T say they re-| 
quire a higher standard of morals in the State, than | 


wake an assertion without the least shadow of 


| most in misrepresentation;and whether these remarks | 


| 
him | 


Let us now look at the fuels as they exist. * Great- | 


ers of the party here, are members of the churches | 


And it is truly painful to | 


portunity to receive upwards of twenty new converts | 


But I am sorry to say that our friend has | 


It seems as | 
| though our whole duty to the poor slave.was accon- | 


{town to effect this separation? Not a Liberty 
| party man—no, Sir, not one! ‘hey are as silent 
as the grave on this subject, the assertion of Mr. 
| Leavitt the contrary, notwithstanding. The 
friends of old organization in town are making and 
jbave made great efforts and sacrifices, in order to 
|; convince our churches of their duty on the subject. 
| They are having meetings weekly, in some parts of 
| the town, to take this subject into consideration. A 
| Liberty man is seldom, if ever, seen at them. I 
| know not of ene in town, where they cast, as [ be- 
| fore observed, at the November election, upwards of 
}one hundred votes, engaged on the church question ! 
‘In fact, they appear to regard such action as entire- 
lly useless. You converse with them on the sub- 
ject, and they will resort to the saine course of rea- 
soning in justification of their present course of ac- 
tion, as the pro-slavery parties wil! do, in justifica- 
tion of theirs. 

The above is a true statement of the case as it 
jrespects those ‘great efforts and sacrifices made by 
the Liberty party abolitionists of Abington, to dis- 
}solve that connexion which exists between the 
| churches at the North and the South with reference 
to the sin of American chattel slavery. And the 
same remarks will bold true in regard to their con- 
duct on this subject, in almost every part of the 
| State. What, I ask, is the tone of the ‘ Emancipa- 
'tor and Free American’ on the subject? Let the 
public judge. I know notof a single church in 
Massachusetts that has taken that position in regard 
to American slavery, that they require of us to take 
as politicians, and of the political parties. And if 
we should measure those churches that have passed 
| anti-slavery resolutions, by the same rule that they 

measure the two political parties, we should not 
‘have a single church in Massachusetts but what 
| we should denounce as a pro-slavery body. Mas- 
|sachusetts, Vermont, and New-York have passed 
{through their Legislatures as strong anti-slavery res- 
lclutions as were ever pissed by any church in 
these several States. But the passing of these reso- 
jlutions by these States is far from being satisfac- 
tory to the advocates of the Liberty party. And 
lwhy? Because, say the third party, they profess, 
{and do not—they do not dissolve their connexion 


i 


} with those politicians who are connected with the 
| institutions of the South—they support for office in- 
| dividuals that refuse to speak out against this sys- 
{tem of iniquity and abominations. Well, suppose 
we now measure those churches that have passed 
anti-slavery resolutions by the same rule, and what, 
suppose you, becomes of their anti-slavery charac- 
Has one of them dissolved its connexion 
with those churches at the North that are directly 
connected with the institution of American slavery ? 
| Jf not, to what purpose is the passing of these reso- 
lutions 2? Will Mr. Leavitt please answer ? 

* Nothing has ever aided more in this separation,’ 
says friend Leavitt, ‘than the moral influence of 
this political or If Mr. L. had said that 
, hothing has ever aided more to retard the moral in- 
| fluence in the community, than this political organ- 
| ization, he would have come much nearer the truth. 

That this is the fact, I think will appear evident to 
jall who will give the subject the least attention. 
The sequel wili prove it to be so. 
;  !tis indeed painful to witness the efforts put forth 
by the Liberty party to purge the parties from this 
|sin, while they neglect to use the least effort to 
| purge it from the professed chure’ of Christ. Chris- 
jtianity requires of us greater efforts in her bebalf 
| than is required of us politically. Will the advo- 
cates of the Liberty party movement think on this 
subject, and sce if they are not required to act mo- 
j rally, as well as politically? 
Yours for God and humanity, 


Ii. H. BRIGHAM. 


to 


j ter? 


’ 
auimation 





| Slavery in the District of Columbia Abolished 
| by the Naiional Constitution. 


| It has been held by the Supreme Court of Massa- 
chusetts, in its late decision upon the subject, that 
| slavery was abolished in this State by our State 
| Constitution. The Bill of Rights, which makes a 
| part of this Constitution, contains this provision, 
jviz: ‘dl men are born free and equal, and have cer- 
| tain natural, essential, and inalienable rights; among 
| which may be reckoned the right of enjoying and 
| defending their lives and liberty? &c. This lan- 
| wnage has been considered sufficiently strong and 
{explicit to abolish slavery in Massachusetts, without 
jany law to be passed for this purpose. Now it 
seeins to me, that though the language used for this 
| preamble to the Constitution of the U. States is not 
} so strong and explicit as that used in our State Con- 
| stitution, is sufficiently so to abolish slavery in the 
| District of Columbia, without any law to be passed 
| by Congress—and that if the question were brought 
before the Supreme Court of the U. States, they 
} would be bound so to declare. 
| The language used in the preample is as follows: 
|‘ We the people of the U. States, in order to forma 
| more perfect union, establish justice, ensure domes- 
| tic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, pro- 
| mote the general welfare, and secure the blessings 
| of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain 
and establish this Constitution.’ Now here are cer- 
tain great objects which it is the design of this in- 
| strument to optain, among which are, ‘to establish 
| justice, and secure the blessings of liberty.’ [t is 
{true the declaration is made inthe name of ‘we the 
| people of the U. States, for ourselves and our posterity,’ 
jand therefore it may be said was intended to be re- 
| stricted in its application to the people who 
| the Constitution, and their posterity, viz. the wil 
{population of the U. States. But though this may 
| be the lelter of the preamble, I think it cannot be the 
| spirit of it; but that the general principle was in- 
| tended to be affirmed, that the object of this instru- 
| ment was *‘ to establish justice and secure the bles- 
sings of liberty’ to all over whom the general gov- 
'ernment has jurisdiction, as far as this jurisdiction 
| exlends—and, of course, to secure these blessings 
| to that portion of the population who come exclu- 
sively under the jurisdiction of the national govern- 
| ment, and are not subject at all to the jurisdiction 
}of any State government. And this is the case 
| with the whole population of the District of Colum- 
, bia, black as well as white. 
| Itis true, there are certain provisions in the na- 
; Uonal Constitution which were intended to recog- 
| nize slavery in some of the States as an existing 
institution in them, and which make certain requist- 
tions of the non-slaveholding States, during the con- 
tinuance of this institution; but these provisions re- 
late only to slavery as it exists under the State gov- 
| ernments, and subject to their State Constitutions, 
| and can be considered as recognizing it only to this 
extent. They have no application to slavery as ex- 
isting within that portion of the U. States subject to 
| the jurisdiction of the national government, and not 
within the eperation of any of the State Constitu- 
jtions. The District of Columbia is in this situation 
} in relation to the national government. It is solely 
} Within its jurisdiction, and no State Constitution has 
| any authority over it. Congress have, by the Con- 
| stitution of the U. States, ‘exelusive jurisdiction 
, over such District’ ‘here being then no Consti- 
| tution hg particular reference to the District of 
| Columbia, Congress is bound to legislate for it by 
the great principles of liberty, justice and humanity, 
which lie at the foundation of all righteous govern- 
ment, which the people of the U. States acknowl- 
edge to be imperative and paramount in their obli- 
| gation, and which they have embodied in the instru- 
ment framed for the government of these U. States. 
| The spirit, therefore, of the preamble to the Consti- 


franed 





tution should govern them in their legislation re- 
specting the District of Columbia, as the U. States 
lat large—‘to establish justice, and secure the dles- 
sings of liberty’—and this in reference to the colored 
population who have been held as slaves, as well as 
ithe white population. That slavery isa violation of 
|* justice’ and a privation of ‘ the blessings of liberty,’ 
jit would be wasting time to endeavor to show. 
| Such being the case, slavery was, I conceive, le- 
jgally abolished in the District of Columbia, as soon 
as it was ceded to the U. States, and the laws of 
Virginia and Maryland ceased to operate within it. 
|It then became solely subject to the control of Con- 
gress, who were bound to look alone to the princi- 
[ples promulgated in the national Constitution as their 
jlandmarks of power, and rules of duty. 
; principles, Congress could no longer recognise sla- 
very a8 still existing in the District by any of their 
hats, or make any lawe for its continuance; but are 
‘hound to consider it as having been abolished by 
the spirit of the national Constitution, as the State) 
}of Massachusetts did by her own Bill of Rights. 
In support of these views, we have a strong con- 
'firmation derived by implication from the provision 
in the national Constitution respecting fugitive 
| slaves—the strongest, if not the only provision, which 
| was meant to recognize slavery as an existing insti- 
|tution in some of the States. ‘This provison ts, that 
i* No persun held to service or labor in one Stale, 
junder the laws thereof, escaping into another State, 
|in consequence of any law or regulation therein, shall 
| be discharged, &c. Here nothing is said about any 
| portion of the U. States that is not a State, whether 
litbe the District of Columbia or any of the territories 
| belonging to the U. States. And according to the 
| principle of construction adopted by our State court, 
jand by that of other courts, a strict construction 
}must be put upon the words of this provision, and 
/no extension be given them beyond their obvious 
fsense. By sucha construction, a slave who should 
escape from one of the States info the District of 
| Columbia, or info one of the territories, could not be 
reclaimed ; neither coulda slave who should escape 
| fromthe District of Columbia into one of the States, 
jbereclaimed. For the fugitive must escape both 
‘from a State into a State, in order to be reclaimed. 
Now, if the institution of slavery was intended to 
|exist and be recognized in the District as well as in 
jthe States, why was not this provision of the Con- 
| stitution tnade to embrace expressly the District as 
|well as the States? And as this is not done, must 
|not the District be considered as excluded from its 
joperation? And, if so, is not the inference just and 
lirresistible, that slavery is not recognised by the 
| Constitution as existing in the District? And not 
| being recognised, cannot exist there under the na- 
{tional Constitution, which is the only Jandmark of 
| power and rules of duty, both for the government 
jand the people of the District. Itseems to me, 
then, that this provision of the Constitution does in 
| fact abolish, by necessary implication, slavery in the 
| District of Columbia. 
| Ido not, however, mean to be understood as be- 
| lieving that this provision of the Constitution relating 
ito fugitive slaves is in itself a valid one, morally con- 
| sidered, even in reference to the States where 
lvery exists. My reasons for this I have given in 
| former articles. W.S. A. 


sla- 


Worcester County. 


} The Worcester County South Divieton Anti 
| Slavery Society held its annual meeting at Worces- 
iter, Dec 6th, 1842. 

The toliowing officers were chosen: 

President—John M. Fiske of West Brookfield. 

Vice-Presidents—Efingham L. Capron, Uxbridge; 
Josiah Henshaw, W. Brookfield ; Samuel May. Lei- 
cester; Adin Ballou, Milford; Benjamin Peck, 
Grafton, Charles White, Worcester ; Moses Sawin, 

Southboro’; Lyaana Allen, Northboro’; Hezekiah 
H. Davis, Dudley ; Amos White, Northbridge. 

' Erecutiae Committee—Wimn. B. Earle, Francis 
Wood, Sarah B. Earle, Samuel May, Orra Goodell, 
Ebenezer Caldwell and Eliza C. Clapp. 

! Recording Secretary and T'reasurer—-Charles 
| White. 

Yorresponding Secretary --Wim. B. Earle. 
The foliowing resolutions were adopted: 
1. Resolved, That the late attempt to arrest a 
man, as a slave, on the soil of Massachusetts, and 
within hailing distance of Faneuil Hallgiglof itself, 
lenough to convince every one not blind, 

)that soutlern slaveholders would hold he in- 

| struments and tools of their abominable institution ; 

/and to arouse every inhabitant of the State who has 
not bartered away his love of liberty, and who be- 

\lieves that we ought to obey God rather than man, 

jto declare that no human being shall be henceforth 

lcarried out of Massachusetts os a slave. 

| 2 Resolved, That we earnestly call on all the 

jinhabitants of this cominunity, whether heretofore 

|/known as an abolitionist or not, to sign the Great 
| Massachusetls Petition to the State Legislature, and 

\the Great Petition lo Congress, asking those bodies 
to pass such laws, and propose such amendments to 

ithe Constitution of the U. States, as shall free Mas- 
sachusetts from all connexion with domestic siave- 
ry, and secure her citizens from the danger of en- 
slavement. 

| 9. Resolved, That our most cordia) thenks are 
due, and as a Society, we heartily tender them, to 

‘those individuals in Boston, who have recently la- 
| bered so zealously, untiringly, and with the blessings 
lot God, so successfully, to secure the freedom of 
|George Latimer. We hail that event as a cheering 
lomen of the progress of liberty, and of the coming 
|downfall of slavery. And we pledge ovrselves to 
ithose individuals and to the Committee who repre- 
sent them, known as the ‘ Latimer Committee,’ that 
|we will second their honorable exertions. 

| 4. Resolved, That the purchasing of human be- 

‘ings of those who claim to own them as merchan- 

|dize, isan acknowledgment of the justice of that 
elaim; that that acknowledgment is an abandon- 

vent of the only foundation upon which our enter- 
| prise can be sustained ; that therefore the recent 

;payment to Jas. B. Gray of four hundred dollars for 

\the person of George Latimer, was in opposition to 

,a fundamental doctrine of the anti-slavery enter- 

| prise, which all abolitionists ought to denounce. 

| 5. Resolved That the silence of the church and 

‘clergy in regard to the imprisonment of our devoted 

janti-slavery brother Thomas P. Beach, for attempt- 

ing in the Baptist church of Danvers, and the Qua- 
| ker Society in Lynn, to plead the cause of enslaved 
humanity, is clear and forcible proof that they pos- 
| Sess the same spirit that in the fifteenth century 

(erected the gibbet, prepared the rack, and lit up the 
|faggot by which thousands were destroyed for re- 
|jecting the doctrines of popery and the infallibility 

dof the church of Rome.* 

| G. Resolved, That the supreme judicial tribunal 
of the State of Massachusetts, by its recent decisions 

jin the case of George Latimer, has shown its wil- 
lingness to beceme the servile tool of the slavehold- 

ling power; has proved itself fulse to its trust, and 

, has emphatically warned us that we must Jook to 

other instramentalities for the preservation of our 

rights and liberties. 

7. Resolved, That those newspapers which pro- 
fess to favor the anti-slavery enterprise, and yet an- 
nually appeal to abolitionists to vote for the candi- 
dates of either of the political parties, and refuse to 
insert appeals to them to the contrary, should be 
considered as amongst the most insidious and dan- 
gerous foes of our cause, and should be discounte- 
nanced accordingly by al] true abolitionints. 

8. Resolved, That those members of Congress 
who continue to sit in that body under the operation 
of gag laws, violate their oaths to support the Con- 
stitution, and are treacherous to themselves, to their 
constituents, to God and to humanity. 






ment 








*This resolution, after an unrestricted debate of 
nearly five hours, in which the right of T. P. Beach 
to do as he did was tully discussed on boli sides, was 
unanimously adopted. 


By these | 


| 9. Resolved, That Wm. B. Earle and Perrin 
| Bliss be appointed a committee to take such mea- 
| sures, as to them may seem proper, in"behalf of this 
Seciety, in the case of Sarah Anderson. 

10. Resolved, That we hold that the slaveholders 
are required by strict justice, not only to give up 
their slaves, but to pay them a sum amounting to 
as much as they have earned while in their posses- 
sion, and that the free States are under obligation 
to assist in paying this sum, inasmuch as they have 
assisted in robbing the slave. 

The following resolution was offered and laid 
over to the next meeting: 


Resolved, That as bodies, the American church 
and clergy, by employing themselves as the great 
bulwark of American slavery, are exerting their ec- 
clesiastical and corporate energies for the utter an- 
nihilation of the church, the ministry, the Sabdath, 
the jaw and government, and gospel of the Son of 
God. 

Voted, That these proceedings be signed by the 
President and by Wm. B. Earle as Secretary pro 
tem., and offered for publication in the Worcester 
papers, the Liberator and Standard. 


JOUN M. FISKE, Pres. 
Ww. B. Fare, See. pro tem. 
((z> Will the Standard please copy ? 
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From the Liberty Bell. 
Harrington’s Decision. 
BY SAMUEL FE, SEWALL. 


The opinion of Judge HArrineron, in the case 
of a person claimed as a fugitive slave, is probably 
familiar to most abolitionists. I have lately inquired 
into the particulars of this transaction, of the Hon. 
Donastus Wooster, of Middlebury, Vermont. 
He replies thus: 


‘The transaction to which you allude is somewhat 
an ancient one. The case occurred before my 
time. But I have the history of it from the lips of 
an eye-witness, who was present at the time; the 
Hon. Horatio Seymour, formerly a Senator from 
this State in Congress. ‘There was a person of col- 
or in Middlebury, who was claimed as a slave by his 
master, from the State of New-York. He was 
brought before two justices of the peace, and they 
decided to surrender him. LoyauCase, Esq. coun- 
sel for the slave, brought him up, on a habeas corpus, 
to the Supreme Court, then in session, for his hbe- 
ration. The master brought forward documentary 
and other evidence to show his title to the slave. 
Judge Harrinetox, who was then on the bench, 
gave the opinion of the Court. He said that the 
evidence of the title was good, as far as it went, 
but the chain had some of its links broken, The 
evidence did not go far enough. If the master 
could show a bil! of sale, or grant, from the Almighty, 
then his title tohim would be complete: otherwise 
it would not. And as he had not shown such evi- 
dence, the Court refused to surrender hin, and dis- 
charged him. This is the opinion of the Court, as 
delivered by Judge Hannineron, as wel] as can be 
recollected after such a lapse of time. The trans- 
action took place about the year 1807. Judge 
Harrinetron is now dead. He possessed a pow- 
erful usind, not fond of technicalities: had a strong 
sense of justice, and wag a great friend to liberty. 

Several circumstances in this case merit atten- 
tion :— 

1. The decision was made only about seventeen 
years after the Constitution of the United States 
went into uperation. 

2. It was the solemn and deliberate decision of 
the Supreme Court of Vermont; not the opinion of 
Judge Harrington alone. As such, it becomes of 
great weight as a legal authority, and should be 
cited whenever a person, claimed as a fugitive slave, 
is brought before any Court. 

& The decision was placed on a true and immo- 
vable foundation—the supremacy of God’s law over 
all human coustitutions and Jaws. On no other 
ground can we resist effectually the claims of our 
Southern neighbors. The history of the formation 
of the Constitution, and a continued practice under 
it for more than ha!f a century, can, in a legal point 
of view, leave no question as to the construction of 
this obnoxious clause. 

But, when we assert that the clause itself is null 
and void, as a violation of the higher law printed by 
the finger of God on the heart of man,—that our 
own consciences repeal and annul it~—we assume 
an impregnable position, which seems the more se- 
cure the more we examine it—which is supported 
by the wise and good of all ages—the sages and 
martyrs of antiquity, and the moralists and juris- 
prudents of modern times. 

All writers on moral and international law de- 
clare, that a promise to commit a crime, even if 
sanctioned by the must solemn oath, is not binding; 
that the sin is not in breaking, but in keeping such 
a promise, : 

I think it needless to argue the question whether 
slavery be wrong. [ assume that man can have no 
property in man. A slave, then, who escapes from 
his master, only frees himself from unjust restraint, 
and vindicates his natural right toliberty. To give 
the man up to his master, is to commit the same 
crime as originally to reduce him to slavery—a 
crime, compared with which, common theft and 
robbery, and aljl other mere invasions on property, 
seem petty trespasses. 

To surrender a fugitive slave, then, being so atro- 
cious a crime, is its character changed by its being 
commanded by the Constitution ? Had the Consti- 
tution required, in express terms, every man who 
had four children, to drown the fifth, as soon as 
born, to prevent over-population, and enforced the 
obligation by denouncing capital punishment on 
those who neglected to perform the required act; 
who, having human feeling, would not say that such 
a provision could impose no obligation—that the 
father who should drown his child would be, in the 
eye of Heaven, a murderer—and that the Judge, 
who sentenced a father to death for neglecting to 
perform such an act, and the sheriff who executed 
the sentence, would in vain attempt to shelter their 
consciences under the plea that they were obeying 
the Constitution ? 

While public sentiment is not so far advanced 
as to see that what the Constitution requires is sin- 
ful, a public functionary may be in danger of losing 
his office, by acting in opposition to the popular 
will. But, still, his duty is clear. When, however, 
public sentiment becomes enlightened, and the 
wrong required by the Constitution is understood, 
he who acts on the assumption that such a provision 
is void, will be sustained and supported by the peo- 
ple. To this state of things we are now fast ap- 
proaching. 








From the same. 
A Word from Ireland. 
BY RICHARD D. WEBB. 


I have nothing ready for the Liberty Bell. Noth- 
ing. Every week the Standard or Liberator comes 
across the wide waters, each of them filled with a 
dozen better articles than 1 could write ina life- 
time ;—gems for any Liberty Bell. I don’t know 
how to write ‘articles.’ I never could write a prop- 
er article. { had thoughts of trying to write one, as 
I was invited to contribute; but, after all manner of 
self-examination, after beating my brains as a child 
beats the bushes when seeking for birds’ nests, I 
have given up the notion altogether. 

Buckingham, the famous traveller and lecturer 
and temperance advocate, was here a few weeks 
since, looking as hearty as before his three years’ 
travel in America. While ttiere, he avoided all 
communion with the ‘abolitionists, and the conse- 
quence is what might have been expected. He has 
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ireturned hopeless of any good from ‘ abolitionism,’ 
‘as such, whether in her primitave attire of moral 
|suasion, or in her modera disguise of Liberty party: 
His whole confidence reposes in Brother Jonathan’s 
jsense of the value of dollars and cents, and of what 
| he will do when he opens his keen eyes wide to the 
worth of the British experiment of West India 
| Emancipation. He thinks that Joseph. John Gur+ 
iney’s ‘Winter in the West Indies, with its cool 
largumentum ad pocketem, will do more to loosen the 
|slaveholder’s gripe, than all the abolitionists have 
{done and said and suffered since Garrison first un- 
|furled the Liberater. He thinks the abolitionists use 
‘harsh language,’ artd do no good by their ‘intemper- 
ate proceedings.’ Faithful watchmen, they do not 
whisper while Jonathan’s house is on fire. And it 
|is on fire; the wasting flame of slavery is sapping 
‘the foundations of the great republic. May their 
lungs hold out until Brother Jonathan is thoroughly 
awakened to his guilt and his danger. 

There is a large class of delicate, sensitive peo- 
{ ple, who don’t like to call bad things by their right 
names. If this using of hard words be so very 
wrong, why do hard actions pass unreproved? You 
|may imprison a man if he robs you, but pray don’t 
ieall him a thief. Let it be thought perfeetly right, 
jand lawful, and Christian, to hang the man who 
‘shoots your neighbor, bat on no account call him a 
murderer. War is wrong, to be sure, but don’t say 
so. This squeamishness about words covers an 
enormous amount of indifference and hypocricy. 

{ mention Buckingham ‘in this connexion,’ as 
|Remond used to say, because | want to tell you 
how he looked, as an abolitionist, after his long so- 
journ to the land of stripes and stars. His great 
celebrity—his vast ability, and the zeal and energy 
which he has shown in the presecution of many phi- 
lanthropic and popular objects, naturally excite no 
common interest. Perhaps no better example could 
be found than in his case, of the influence of a long 
stay in the United States, amongst that portion of 
the pious, the benevolent, the just, the lovers of 
equal rights, and the patriots, lovers of their country, 
with whom 

‘Hope retires, and terror and dismay 
Wave their black ensigns,’ 








at the bare idea of immediate and universal emianci- 
pation to one-sixth of your population. 

While here; he related a circumstance which in- 
terested me exceedingly. ‘here is a Moorish mer- 
chant living in London, who has made his fortune, 
retired from business, and selected England as the 
place of his rest 3 a strange fancy for a follower of 
‘old Mahmoud’ and a ‘ child of the sun.’ His name 
is Sidi something—no matter. He was in Ireland 
lately, on a visit to a nobleman in the neighborhood 
of Kilkenny. While there, he astonished the na- 
tives by addressing them in their own pure Irish-— 
a dialect of the ancient Celtic—a language as dif- 
ferent from English, as Stephen 8. Foster is from a 
popular doctor of divinity. This aboriginal lingo is 
still spoken by a large portion of our eight millions 
of fierce democracy, in the imore printitive districta 
of the island. Our Moor assured the natives afore- 
|said, (when he had astonished them as aforesaid,) 
| that he was neither Irish in blood nor in faith, but a 
|Mahometan and a Moor, and that he had learned 
their langaage in the mountains of Atlas, while 
jtrading with the descendants of the old Carthage- 
jnians, who were driven to the hills by the Vandals 
jand Visigoths, when they ravaged the Roman prov- 


linces of Africa. In confirmation of, thic ater mca 
revelation, | have since heard some of the sages of 


| the Royal Irish Academy tell of Moors talking Irish, 
‘which they had learned, not in Connaught or Mun- 
| ster, but in the recesses of Atlas, amidst lions and 
orange-groves. What asubject is here for an ar- 
ticle !—enongh to set a college of archwologists and 
antiquarians ‘all agog’ with the ardor of investiga- 
tion. If the wild Irish of Philadelphia had but 
known, before the riots, how many cousins they 
have in Africa, perhaps they would not have be- 

haved so brutal the other day. Yet I don’t so muclt 
wonder at Paddy. Tyranny begets tyrants. Six 

hundred years of oppression, ignorance and super- 
stition, cod produce no genuine and consistent 
love of freedom. Had not the Greeks their helots, 
the Romans their slaves, the Poles their serfs ? 
Have not you your ‘peculiar institutions’? And 
why should not we, when we fly from injustice at 
home, be permitted to taste some of the luxury of 
power abroad? And do not your gintlemen pat- 
ronize our ferocity? If we were better aware of 
our brotherhood to the whole human race—if some 
benevolent antiquary would draw up a huge family 
trec, for all the sons of Adam, so that we could all 
see it, don’t you think we should have more of the 

feeling of relations for each other ? 








Georgia. 


A Committee of the Georgia Legislature has 

made the following report on certain resolutions late- 

ed and sent to the Governor of that State, by 

the Legislature of Massachusetts. We do not think 

that much is gained in harmony of fecling between 

the States, by this official interchange of opinions. 
—Boston Courier. 


Report of tie Committee on the State of the Re- 
public, on the Resolutions from Massachusetts. 


The Committee on the State of the Republic, to 
whom were referred the various resolutions from 
other States, beg leave to report: 

That among the resolutions transmitted by His 
Excellency the Governor, are certain resolutions of 
‘the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, against the 
\imprisonment of free negroes, under the laws of 
those States which forbid the ingress of such per- 
sons within their borders. 

Your Committee would have passed by these res- 
olutions unnoticed, as the sickly effusion of a wild 
and reckless fanaticism, had they not pronounsed 
such a law ‘a violation of the federal Constitution.’ 
Georgia has such a law on her statute book, and we 
deem it our duty to repel the charge as unfounded 
}in truth, and as manifesting a spirit, which, if not 
rebuked and checked, will sooner or later destroy 
our institutions, and dissolve our Union. No State 
has a legal or moral right to interfere with the do- 
mestic policy or internal regulations of a sister State, 
Georgia has never rebuked Massachusetts for fra- 
ternizing with ne; nor held her up to the re- 
probation of the States of this Union, for her viola- 
tion of the charter of confederacy, by proclaiming 
those citizens who wete not so at the adoption of 
|the federal Constitution, thereby attempting to add 
\to that sacred instrument, and thus violating the 
letter and spirit of the compact. 

f your Committee had no other lights to guide 
them than those furnished by the Constitution, they 
would be at a loss to ascertain what clause is re- 
ferred to by the Legislature of Massachusetts, as 
being violated by the law above alluded to; but we 
are constrained to suppose that this bold assertion 
is based upon that section which grants to the citi- 
zens of each State all the privileges of citizens in 
the several States. The meaning of this article is 
too plain for cavil, and could only have been intend- 
ed to guarantee to the citizens of any one State, the 
privileges to which citizens of other States were 
entitied—or, in other words, admitting negroes to 
be citizens under the Constitution, (which is utterly 
| denied,) Georgia would have no right to exclude the 
black citizens of Massachusetts from privileges 

ranted to the black citizens of Maine or New-York. 
tis a universal rule of construction, that terms used 
in statutes are to be coustrued according to their 
generally received import; and this rule applies 
with great force to the Constitution of the United 
States. Were ne or persons of color, regard- 
ed as citizens at the adoption of the federal Consti- 
tution? They were not—and the term ‘citizens,’ 
as used in that instrument, can only refer to those 
who were embraced in its definition at the time of 
its adoption. But upon this subject Georgia will 
not condescend to argue; she will adopt-the lan- 
guage of Massachusetts in her remonstrance against 



























































— 











} = a  ————_ 
— —— any 626. 
"0,9 qgaole a — 


a ~~ : re 














— ~~ 
= 


*) Who May 5 
pus UPpsn the ‘ 
J Liberty hie 
feed i far 
breach, of, 
4 the Probe! 
CNEY (the y),, 
ee th al. p 
v Principl., 
that of ae é 


tir Altentin, é 
Onsen! to pr 

bre threg 1 

iLionisty con, 
BY THE gym 
ABOLI Ting 
THAT py 
Y PROLOG 

XISTENcp : 
Ty and the + 
that the bI ‘ 
arty have be i 


Malice, Thesg 


3 Concerned, 4 
red ay long dj 
} Stabbed anes 
©D their guard 
0 whieh the 
to be Obisines 
Ciple—ang thd 
*r the ert} 3 
ve BOLI Togs 
Novucy Treg 
IT Any cous. 
3 THROUGY 
ry HAs Yep 
be Withdray ne 
* they Wish ‘6 
er, When they 
NE, EXCEpy 
DEMOCRAT 
TE OP th 
Ey. Q 


right, Ip., elie. 
le 23d ult., on 
rthe paper of 
We the readers 
'¢ that it con. 
| troth of the 
And this 

is of the hig! 
8 which Mr, 
fying the do. 
Appan was the 
nm exch of hig 


forial columns ‘ 
Anruun Ty». 
nd which will 
ids of human 
oan ANU -slaye 
le is sueh oy I 
¥ paper. Will 
sto your read 
ber that I wag 
of these mat. 
ble to decide : 
ur Tappan de 
nearcerated in 
These favty 


Committee of 
tuding Arthur 
o is treasury, 
Mure in bed; 
exceeded the 
latter period, 
ancipator 
of the several 
iy in the shape 
Ot think, that, 
ny one State, 
ve more thao 
the Executive 
at came from 


by the private 
i sustained hy 
sferred to the 
ocate its doe- 
em, and not as 
collaborators, 
to understand 
and obligation 
artyred Love- 
0 should, law 
very—as cef- 

name of the 
efora the rup- 


oty's property 
ey were indi- 
store it to the 
vese debis 
eniable facts, 
admitting, a4 
e might have 
Jancipator till 
e almost sure 
the Society's 
ec Mississipp!, 
mbers, partly 
jistants, new- 
they deserve 
ring the pay- 
hey consider- 
aightforw ard- 
they them- 
bat { will not 


IGHT, Je. 


unbers of the 
Mr. Tappan, 
ety, previous 
donations ¢x- 
ety's properly 
-alue’ of the 

eo true, (whieh . 
Tappan had 
paid into the 
verty, and be- 

nt of the do- 

of hia having 
meworthy for 
hich its own 
rents, for the 

» them of it, 
ght rinks 3s 
seul ut axornl 
nk be is wi 
sntributed i” 
praiseworthy 
ther members 
at they could 
oss during the 
s,' if by this 
stions exceed: 
, if £ do pot 
sis of 1837 i0- 
, most of the 
assments, 4° 
surtail, if not 
to 
ast two year 
ut one man i 


7 Rankin, (if 


re beginnings © 


yn (of & hui 
ch honorably 


of the annual 
Vv 





ais Vol. 1. No. 1, with Mr. AA. Phelps as 


the ant 
fF 
g 


the $19,000 offkerrit Smith. 
ale child. @ these sums 
sow were thetrustees. But 

t — - on whieh thecontributions 
to the grosdreceipts, has 

f their prope or upproper 

ad been entusted to their 


of subscripions and dona- 
» the sever States in the 
pall and jong, #0 that no one 
at ' tey misappropriated 
Lav nothing of the fact that 
turned to Massacha- 
y to the destruction 
! the defamation of 
be Mr. Wright's opinion, 
usted with the care of 
the chief of them accord- 
theiemployers, are at liberty 
niuder, without being ob- 
infversation in office—es- 


tie they have themselves 


eek a sum about equal 
with Ido not know much 
Jeb whais called the religious 
F,ire—bt b can tell Mr. Wright 
not gdown with the world’s 

- t or Statstreet. They would 
2 phy alarer name than I choose 
But ¢mitting, what is too 
on, tat a trustee holding 
ma do what be pleases 


icontributed towards 


he tes stated under the 
, Vr. Tappurand his associates 
‘the hypothesis. 
conteibat! hud been long 

, it uy of the property 

{ ie i upeyom § their pock- 


sestablishd by Mr. Charles 
that gentloan himself in- 
+ received,‘ ith the advice 
n of Arthur Tappan,’ who 





first year, nd large dona- 
iy. Jt was aflerwars transferred to | 

and continuedor some time 
iblication, under th care of Mr 
( Inthe spring of 188, it was com- 


s 


sew as a weekly paper—the first number 


Ir was TuIS PAPER, AND DT THE ONE 

veacep bY Ma. Desisoxn ONDER TIFAYSPICES OF 
that was conveyed, (as Fasaff would 

e the proceeding,) fren) its legal 

do owoed it from its begniing, and 
e200) per annum over and above their sub- 
san 1. by their faithles servants. 
itis THIS PAPER, in which te American 
jinvested, from first to last, nt less than 
riAT MR. JOSHUA LEAV TT, WHO 
-ppgoR AT THE TIME OF THE DIs- 
sf TRANSFER, AND ALSOA MEMBER 
we CONVEYING TRUSTEES, #ULL CON- 
<(s THE ORGAN OF AN HO:TILE SO- 
y A\p PROM WHICH HE FAS GoT 
weLiooD FROM THAT JAY TO 
fut, admitting this paper to save been 

d by Mr. Denisen, with the 

Vr. Tappan---when it) wis cransferred 
Seoty, did it not become the Society's 
Was it any condition of the convey- 
Society, that it sheult advocate * its 
measures as Mr 

1 the Society understod them? And 


Tappn understood 


vension that the Societymight employ 
operty ia their own way, Yoich might, or 
, 2 to be Mr. ‘Tappan’sway, @ sufli- 
o fortynehing it, as Mackeng did Spen- 

the fear of a possible mutiny ? 
Tie Committee assigned the Socity’s proper- 
w the Society's debts, for which tey were in- 
y responsible, and offered to rewre it to the 
f their successors would pay hose debts.’ 
The ciety, at its 
ceting in 1539, proposed reducpg its opera- 


gs} believe to be these 





fly from diminished eonfidencem the Com- 
Vorious sums were suggested js the limit, 
#2.000 was that whieh met the geneal approba- 
gh very many preferred $12,000 and 
from delicacy to the Committee, arming from 
irome sensitiveness on the subject, no formal 
us was taken, but the sense of the 

vis fully understood, and it adjourned with 
that it woud be obeyed. No sooa- 





their backs turne!, however, than the 
out a plan «f operations on an en} 

e, requiring &100,000, and actually raised, 
sx months, more jhan 50,000. By that 
og havering confitence of the abolition- 
st, and they refused to furnish any 
Finding this to le the case, and foresee- 

the next annual meeting, as Mr. Wright 

‘ey were almost sure to be displaced,’ THEY 
Tiaen Tuy EMawciAtToR TO A SOCIETY OF 
“EY ENTIRELY UNDER THEIR INFLUENCES— 
SPER ANOTUED NAME,—WITHIN A FEW 

OF THE MERTISG WHEN ITS OWNERS COULD 

F POR GT, WirHouT HIVING ANY SUTICE OF 
STENTIONS, ON PIETENCE OF POVEKTY, 
HN AT THE VERY TIME, THEY HAD 
TEEN THOUSANDDOLLARS’ WORTH 
{ESOCIETY'’S PKOERTY ON HAND, 
AT THE VERY SME MEETING, TBEY Vo- 
‘TARGE SUM OF MONEYMORE THAN ENOUGH TO 
Tat Emanciraror (LL THE ANNUAL MEET- 
TRAY THE EAPMSES OF TWO OF THEIR 
“S*SER To ATrEsO Trg Wortp's Cosvesrion! 
‘8 of money ($200 0/1000) was advanced to 
eyand Steotonby Me. Lewis Tappan, 


Was 7 


NS DEBT, AMSG OTHERS, THAT THE 
* SOLELY S PROIERTY, STANDING THEM IN 
"AS TRANSFERREH TO secuRE! And the 
ly told tha if they would pay this 

is) contractd in violaton of their 

y that they shuld have thér own prop- 
‘CDING THe Liawcipator, returned to 
© Was also a suf at law brought against 
rE beleve, fir slander, vhich was to 
‘us extraocdnary proceding. The 
‘justly, f thinkin refusingto acknowl- 
’ se debts, by agreing to pay 
itly as well as jusiiy, ia refusing 
lability of an aetionfor slander 
made the instrumentjin hostile 

st any amount of andyance and 

4 ~Sut T have no doubt thathiose debts 
: ef paid, and any just degrejof liberal- 

' We Society, had their proper} been re- 
“Without conditions. As fwas, they 
tie merey of their anfaithfy stewards, 

* world again with nothing b account, 
ever heard of, las been give by these 


é 


* ‘stewardship, The proper, consist- 
" publications, is, doubtless, ofbuch less 


hands than it would have bee in those 


**1ul Owners 


; because the buyingtbolition- 


re ) Wit) the American Society and they 
" S*neral thing, avoided the dejsitory of 
. “ om iple, as they would a infected 
< ' Se hoped, that this circurttance ac- 
; fact, that when proper! costing 

& beent 


“nsterred to secure a mub smaller 
Rear| Live j 
'Y three years should hav elapsed 


\ “Payment of any balance. 


n So 


Come, ety will feet obliged, thatever 
mee may do, to Mr. Wrighfor his 
“sion the Committee a these 

they ‘koew they were alpst sure 

| 1’ at the aumal meetin) As to 
ed as ’ ae nbuat, its terrors couldjot have 

, Bee upon tleir conductisince it 

*, Hot before, but 


' 


ter 
Pere 


avter these thigs were 


which were ma¢e to induce the abolitionists to go up 
to the meeting and see after their affairs, it was, at 
least, done openly and above board. Whether any 
secret exertions were put forth for weeks beforehand 
by the hostile Society in Massachusetts, Mr. Wright 
knows better than {, as he was a member of ita 
beard. As tothe manufacture of new members for 
the occasion, I commend to his re-perusal the circu- 
lar of the N.Y. Young Men's Society, which had 
consented to be the receivers of the American Socie- 
ty’s stolen goods, signed by its President, Mr. John 
Jay, urging all manner of persens to join them, and 
save the Executive Committee from dismissiun. 

I, of course, think differently from Mr, Wright as 
to the effect which these simple facts will be likely to 
have upon candid minds. I cannot admit, for rea- 
sons before stated, that the ‘ instrumentufities’ of the 
Society—meaning thereby, as I suppose, the Emanei- 
pater and the Depository—were ‘created’ by the 
Committee, nor that there was any danger of their 
losing * their constitutional uprightness and straight- 
forwardness,’ by remaining in the possession of their 
rightful proprietors; nor that any debts, for which 
the Society was justly responsible, on the most liber- 
al view of them, would have remained unpaid. I) 
think that Mr. Wright looks at these matters from a 
wrong stand-point, and the very one which the Com- 
mittce occupied, aud which accounts for many of 
their wrongful acts. He looks upon them, as they 
did upon themselves, as having been the MASTERS 
instead of the SERVANTS—the tonns instead of the 
ste Wwanps—of their constituents. It must have been | 
this mistaken view of their position towards the mem- 
bers of the Society, that su blinded the eyes of men of 
business, who were regarded as possessing the aver- 
age degree of mercantile honesty, to the actual vature 
of trarsactions like these. Mr. Wrightis indignant at 
the remark contained in my former article, that if 
‘this net (the transfer of the Emancipstor) bad been 
committed in Wall-sticet instead of Nassau-street, 
its perpetrators, and their less guilty tools, could never 
have shown their faces again upon the Exchange, if, 
indeed, it would not have consigned them tothe Pen- 
itentiary.’ Ispoke thus uncertatnly, because I do not 
know what legal penalty, ifany, is annexed by the laws 
of New-York to the crime of breach of trust. But I 
do verily believe, that there is many a man serving 
the State at Sing-Sing or at Auburn, for offences of a 
much less degree of moral turpitude than this. 

I have purposely abstained from dwelling upon the 
sacre‘ness and the helplessness of the cause which 
was thus betrayed by those to whom its interests were 
entrusted. I have endeavored to look at itas a mere 
matter of dollars and cents—in the light in which 
Wall-street and State-street look at such matters. 
The substantial truth of my statements is virtually ad- 
mitted by Mr. Wright. Tike force of his extenua- 
tions will, doubtless, be candidly weighed by our 
readers, All IL have to say is—jf7THESE WERE 
THE THINGS THAT WERE DONE, AND 
THOSE WER«© THE MEN THAT DID THEM. cy 
What they did, it is fair to suppose they meant to do. 
Their relative degrees of moral guilt in the premises 
must be left to His decision who can alone perfectly 
diseern the shades of weakness and of wickedness— 
of ignorance and of malice. All who know me, know 
that nothing but a strong impulse of duty would make 
me undertake this unpleasant task. But there are 
signs abroad which show that there is a wish on the 
part of some of these persons, and their abettors, to 
get again the confidence and the control of the abo- 
litionists, and especially of those who have recently 





Or, in the plainer language of Chief Justice Taney, | 
page 92. j 


‘He has the right, peaceably, to take possession of | 
him, and carry him away, without any certicale or | 
warrant from a Judge of the District or Circuit Court | 


of the United States, or from any magistrate of the | 


State, and whoever resists or obstructs him is a! 
wrongdoer,’ !! '* 

We have been more particular in answering these | 
queries, and in using the precise language of the 
Court, because we wish our readers t» understand | 
what and how abominable is the law of the lund as | 
itstands The whole decision in the Prigs case we | 
regard as unsound, unconstitutional, absurd in law, 
and atrocious in morals. It is to be explained by the 
considerations that the whole atmosphere of our coun- 
try is tainted, and no public man sees things with a/| 
single eye, or through a clear medium. Would it be 
wandering from tho point if we mentioned, in this 
connection, that the last siz appointments to seats on 
the bench of the Supreme Court, made too within 
the last eight years, were all of Southern gentlemen ? 

Why Judges Stury and Sprague did not commit 
Latimer to jail, except that they felt they had not the 
power, we do not know. But it is certain they never 
did issue any order to that effect, and we know not 
the law whieh would auteorize them to do so. Long 
before Congress shal! even attempt to vest such power 
in them, we hope the Latimer petitions wij! have set- 
tled it, at least for old Massachusetts, that, if the U. 
States want jails for such purposes, they must build 
them for themselve. We can't lend them ours.—w. rp. 








WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters from David L. Child. 
Wasuincron, Dec. 26, 1842. 

The Nationat Institute is a body incorporated for 
the promotion of science, and the arts. It was formed 
about two years ago, and has got together a collec- 
tion of specimens in natural history, productions of 
art and objects of curiosity, which give promise, that 
at no distant day, we shall possess a splendid nation- 
al museum. The things brought home by the Ex 
ploring Expedition have lately beeu added, and are 
now in process of classification and arrangement. For 
richness and rarity, and for taste and convenience of 
disposition, the collection, so far as it goes, is attrac- 
tive, and offers one of the pleasantest promenades of 
the capital. The beautiful and massive edifice of the 
Patent office is the seat of the Institute. A part of 
the large hall is occupied by the models belonging 
to that office. These, you are aware, have been re- 
newed since the destruction of the Post-Office, in 
which they were formerly deposited. If the two es- 
tablishments should continue together, as is certain- 
ly desirable, additional buildings will soon be demand- 
ed for the exhibition and preservation of the various 
and valuable objects, which the intelligence, ingenui- 
ty, pride and enterprise of a numerous and active na- 
tion will rapidly accumulate. If the operations of 
the general government had been such as to secure 
any deep and uniform feeling of attachment, some 
of the admirable collections, now existing in differ- 
ent parts of the Union, and capable of filling up dif- 
ferent departments of the Institute, might be removed 
to Washington to the great advantage and honor of 
the whole country. This, however, would bean event 
which I have no desire to see at present. The capi- 
tal of the model democracy must be purged of the of- 
fensive and suicidal spirit of slavery; and the gov- 
ernment become beneficial to all interests and sec- 
tins, and hostile and spiteful to none, before a rea! 





entered the cause, without having deserved it by re- 
pentance and reparation. ‘To prevent the cause from 
again encountering the dangers which it once happily 
surmounted, is the duty ofall who love it. To this 
end, the occasional recital of our past experience is 
one of the simplest and most effectual of means. We 
should not be deterred from performing this part of 


our duty by its) inherent Goplonssatness—by the | 
shrinking of too sensitive friends, or the indignant re- | 


clamations of the exposed offenders and their partizans, 
—E.Q. 





Question. 
Frienp Garrison: 

I greatly wish that either you, or E. Q. or some 
other of your learned correspondents of the legal 
profession, would answer the question, ‘ whether a 
jaw enacted by the Legislature of Massachusetts, 
forbidding all persons holding office under any law 
of this State, from aiding or abetting officially, in 
the arrest or detention of any fugitive from bondage, 
would conflict with any existing law of Congress, or 
with any article or clause of the Constitution of the 
United States ?’ 

The Latimer Petition asks for a statutatory provi- 
sion, forbidding State officers from aiding, ubetting, 
&c. Will there be any conilict between the exist- 
ing law of Congress and the State law we ask for? 
That is the question. And if so, is it consistent for 
any, who fee! bound to regard the Constitution of 
the U.S., and the laws passed by Congress agreea- 
bly thereto, to ask for any such State law ? 

Notwithstanding what H. 1. Bowditch says in the 
last Liberator, | do not see why Judge Story could 
not have committed Latimer legally to the Suffolk 
jail, or why the jail could not have legally received 
him, since Judges of the U. S. Court may decide 
on the claims of masters to fugitives, and our jails, 
by statute, may be used for all persons committed by 
U.S. Courts. 

I have not put the foregoing questions for my own 
sake alone, or chiefly. Ihave signed the petitions, 
and have procured nearly two hundred names of 
others, all in good conscience; but I have not ob- 
tained so many signatures as I should have done, 
had 1 been able to answer, proinptly and satisfacto- 
rily, the foreguing queries. 

Yours, truly, c.:B. 

Nantucket, Dec. 20, 1842. 


ANSWER. 


We quote from the opinion of Judge Story,in the 
Prigg case, a single sentence, which will, we think, 
satisfactorily answer the first question of our friend ; 

‘As to the authority conferred upon State magis- 
trates, (by the Act of 1793,) while a difference of 
opimien tas exisied, and may still eaten the point, 
in different States, whether State magistrates are 
bound to act under it, vone is cutertamed by the 
Court, that State magistrates may, if they choose, ex- 
ercise Uist authority, ONLESs PRomItsiTeED AY STATE 
LEGISLATION, —p. 33 

Again, Chief Justice Tauey says, in the same 
case, p %: 

*The State officers mentioned in the law (of 1793) 
are not bound to execcnie the duties imposed upon 
them by Congress, unless they choose to do su or 
are required todo so by a law of the State, and the 
Stute Legislature has the power, if it thinks proper, 
to PROHIBIT THEM.’ 

This settles the question as fur as any obligation, 
under the law of 1793, the only law Congress has 
ever made upou the subject, is concerned. It shows 
conclusively, that the States may forbid their officers 
to act, without such State laws conflicting with the 
Constitution or laws of the U. States. 

If, then, Congress cannot, by legislation, oblige 
State officers to act, can the States make any laws up- 
on the subject which will bind them to doso? No, 
Because Judge Story, speaking for the Cuurt, has de- 
cided that ‘ the power of legislation in relation to fu- 
gitives from labor, is exclusive in the National Legis- 
lature.’—p, 88. 

And again, page 81, 

‘The clause (alluding to slaves) is found in the Na- 
tional Constitution, and not in that of any State. It 
does not point out any State functionaries or any State 
action to carry its provisions into effect. The States, 
therefore, cannot be compelled to enforce them.’ 

As to the question, (omitted for want of room) 
what right the master has in relation to seizing his 
slave, we auswer again, in the words of the learned 
Judge! page 79: 

‘We have not the slightest hesitation in holding 
that, under and in virtue of the Constitution, the 
owner of the slave is clothed with entire authority, 
in every State of the Union, to seize and recapture 
his slave, whenever he can do it without any breach 
of the peace or illegal vivlence. In this sense, and 
to this extent, this clause of the Constitution may 
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properly be said to execute itself, and to require no 
nid from legislation, state or national.” 


national enthusiasm in favor of anything bere can ex- 
jist. In fact, ull such a broad moral foundation be 
| laid for national establishments of scierce, literature, 
| art, curiosity and taste, they would exist only to be 
| dissolved. 

Among the rarities of the museum is one which, I 
| venture to say, can be found in none of the royal and 
imperial collections of Europe. This single gem im- 

Pitis to beethor Jonathan a distinction, of which no 
establishment or nation is capable of depriving him. 
Itis one which he can never lose, except by voluntary 
renunciation, The following is a literal copy of the 
label attached to this precious object. Lam indebted 
for my knowledge of it, to the attention which it had 
attracted among some cf the members of Congress : 

‘Skin or an AFRican, TANNED 1n GkorGETOWN, 
PRESENTED BY THE Rec. James Curtey, Geo. Cor- 
Lect July 7, 1812° 

Now, in the name of all the ologies at once, what 
is it put here fur? was my first thought. But other 
thoughts came. The donor, either bent upon uttering 
through this emblem, a biting satire upon this mag- 
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nificent sham of democracy, which a certain dema- 
gogue historian has declared to be Christianity itself ; 
or else impelled by a divine afflatus, by professed phi- 
losophical reflection, did certainly hit off herein an 
expressive epitome of American humanity and piety! 
‘Skin ofan African,’ ‘tanned’ ‘and presented by a 
Rev.’! If there be not an exquisite nationality in this, 
I will never guess again. 

You kuow that the party divisions of this country 
have been, though not created, yet more affected and 
aggravated by the nature of our treaties and connex- 
ions with foreign nations, than by all other causes 
Jay's treaty produced a perfect hurricane of excite- 
meat, chiefly in consequence of the opposition leaders 
of that day seizing upon the advantages, which popu- 
lar prejudice against England, and sympathy for the 
French revolution, offered to their use. The House 
of Representatives debated six weeks upon the ques- 
tion, whether they would pass the necessary acis to 
carry the treaty into execution. The North, with 
few exceptions, was in favor of it, the slaveholders 
against it. Asthe ery of ‘treason’ was raised last 
winter, and the ilustrious representative of Old Ply- 
mouth put upon trial for presenting a petition in fa. 
vor of a peaceable dissolution of the Union, when 
the principal rights, which the Union was intended to 
be a means ef maintaining, are trampled down, it may 
be interesting to know that the ratification of Jay's 
treaty by George Washington was the first occasion, 
not of a constitutional petition, but of a nullification 
threat to dissolve the Union. The following was 
published in a Richmond, Va. newspaper of that 
day: 

* Notice is hereby given, 

That in case the treaty, entered into by that ¢ -—d 

arch-traitor J ng y with the British tyrant, 








uext General Assembly of Virginia, praying that the 
said State may recede from the Union, and be left un- 
der the goverument and protection of ene hundred 
thousand free and independent Virginians.’ 

P.S As itis the wish of the people of the said State 
to enter iato a treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navi- 
gation with any other State or States of the present 
Union, who are averse to returning again under the 
galling yoke of Great Britain, the printers of the (at 
present) United States are requested to publish this 
notification. 

Richmond, July 30th, 1842, 

Tie odium got up against that treaty greatly aug- 
mented the slaveholders’ party, just beginning at that 
time to be called ‘the democracy.’ Yet every body 
knows that under that treaty we were eminently 
peaceful, prosperous and happy. 

In 1804 Jay's weaty expired by its own limitation. 
The British government proposed to Mr. Jefferson, 


J the head of the slaveolding and nullifying party of 


1775, a minority then, buta majority and in possession 
of the government by means of nullification, in 1804, 
to renew that treaty. He refused, and our relations 
with a foreign nation with which we had three fourths 
of all our commerce, were left at loose ends. So the 
slave party decreed, while the free, the only commer- 
cial section, was not consulted. 

‘The same old leaven of slavery is at work in the 
same way, and on the same subject, at this moment, 
On Friday, Mr. Benton called up resolutions, thereto- 
fore offered by him, requesting of the President infor- 
mation which Mr. Benton supposes or pretends to sup- 
pose exists in the Executive department, showing that 
the articles in the late British treaty fur the suppres- 
sion of the slave-trade, aud to that end slave-markets 
were agreed to by our negotiator and government un- 
der the coercion of a threat from Great Britain or all 





shall be ratified, a petition wili be presented to the | 





the great powers of Europe, that if we did not take 
measures io enfurce our laws against the slave-trade, 
‘the foreign slave-trade, | mean sir,” they would en- 
force them for us. Having supposed such information 
to exist, Mr. Benton proceeded op a mere eall for the 
avowed purpose of ascertaining whether it existed or 
not, to deliver a speech having ali the inflammatory 
tendency that it could have, if his supposition had 
been found te be true. He spoke with severity, of 
‘the Secretary negotiator’ having kept back informa- 
tion, which the people ought to have, of the origin 
and whole progress of the negotiation, touching the 


| slave-trade. He declared that it was the first time, 


and he would endeavor that it should be the last, that 
the history of a negotiation was concealed from the 
people. To this end the Secretary, if it was so, ought 
to be rebuked by the people. The objects of this new 
humbug, are said to be three 

ist. To depreciate the whigs, whose treaty it em- 
phatically is, as much as Jay's was of the federal- 
ists 

2. To make capital for the oratox's own party. 

3. To thrust Calhoun, who voted for the treaty, off 
of the course as a competitor fur the favor of that 
party. 

Observe what reckless statements a partizan leader, 
educated under the demoralizing influences of slavery, 
and actuated by an ardent zeal to build up the party, 
which will sustain it, is capable of resorting to.— 
This he said was the first time in our history that the 
people had not had full information on important ne- 
gotiations with foreign powers ! 

In 1506 Messrs. Monroe and Pinkney, two of Mr. 
Jefferson's particular friends, negotiated at London a 
treaty, by which all our differences with Great Britain 
were, as they believed, satisfactorily adjusted, Mr- 
Jefferson never gave any information respecting this 
negotiation, and he rejected the treaty without submit- 
ting it to the Senate. Now I think it is not too much 
to say, that if this treaty had been submitted to the 
Senate, (a majority of which were Mr. Jefferson's 
friends,) it would have saved this country from the 
last war, which cost us more than 20,000 lives, and 
more than 50,000,000 of money. Observe that it was 
the leader of the slavocratic party in this Union who 
rejected that treaty, and suppressed al! infermation 
about it; it is the leader (as much as any one at this 
time) of the same party, who clamors in the abused 
name of‘ the people’ for information not known to ex- 
ist at all, and relating, if it does exist, to a treaty unal- 
terably settled and ratified, about which a large mass 
of information bas already been communicated. I do 
not say that there is not more, or that it ought not to 
be communicated. What I object to is the attempts 
on the part of this slavocratic democrat, on the mere 
supposition that there is more, to delude the people 
into a belief that it is anti-democratic, and an wnpre- 
cedented contempt of the rights of the people that 
more has not been communicated, The discussion 
was adjourned to Tuesday, 27th. 

I would call your attention toa new project of slave- 
holding @surpation got up in Missouri and aimed at 
the Mexican territory of California. Itis not improb- 
able that the rumor that the province was ceded to 
the United States was got up to stimulate to emigra- 
tion, in other words to taking possession of the coun- 
try und speculating in its lands. I send you an article 
from St. Louis Mo. paper, [for this article, see fourth 
page] and you will see the Mexican minister's notice 
of it in the Madisonian of to-day. D. L. C. 





Wasuincros, Dee. 31, 1841. 

During the past week, there was presented, by Mr. 
Bates, of Massachusetts, and read in the Senate, a pe- 
tition of William Smith, of Northampton, Mass. The 
petitioner is aged, blind, and ia the poor-house, 
where he has been for ten years. His property, to 
the amount of ten thousand dollars, the government 
of the United States has had in its hands for forty 
years, and has neglected and refused, and still neg- 
Jects and refuses to pay it over. In all probability, 
lls unfortunate man, unfortunate in living under an 
unjust government, will die in the poor-house. Nor 
is this a solitary case; [am told that there are hun- 
dreds similar to it; and this injured class of American 
citizens have been praying Congress, for almost half 
a century, to let them have that which is their own, 
and has constantly been acknowledged so. In 1798-9, 
the French captured and confiscated a vast amount of 
American property, but by treaties and conventions 
concluded in 1800, and 1303, by the last of which 
Louisiana was ceded to us, they made to our govern- 
ment compensation for those captures, and by the 
same treaties our government became bound to pay 
to our own citizens all debts due to them fiom France 
on that and other accounts. This solemn engagement 
remains tothe present day without perfurmance. Mr. 
Smith, the petitioner, lost, by those captures, three 
vessels and cargoes, of which he was master, and in 
which he was interested to the amount of ten thous- 
and dollars, prime cost. The late Samuel Smith, of 
Md., tried for many years tu bring Congress to the 
fulfilment of the obligations of the nation in this be- 
half. Subsequently, Mr. Everett, of Massachusetts, 
strove in vain for the same purpose; and after him, 
Mr. Cushing and Mr. Adams. The body of the 
slaveholders, and those devoted partizans over whom 
they exerta controlling influence, uniformly oppose 
the payment of these debts, and, so far as I can recol- 
lect, even the discussion of the subject. On the 28th 
inst., a motion of Mr. Adams to go into committee of 
the whole, for that purpose, was negatived by a ma- 
jority of 99 to 83, nearly every slaveholder, and most 
of the northern demucracy, falsely so called, voting 
against the motion. . 

I have made diligent ingtixy among members, and 
cannot learn that there is any reason why this fla- 
grant injustice has been committed, and is continued, 
except that the debt is due to northern men, and will 
require money to pay it. Now, is not this too bad 
to be borne, especially after we have been choused 
out of forty millions for the Florida slave-hunt? If 
an old southern horse had been foundered in such a 
hunt, and a claim for compensation had been refused 
by the general government, for so long a period, 
threats of dissolution would have been screamed in 
Congress, and the Union would lave been made to 
quake a quarter of a century ago. 

During much of the time since the establishment of 
the govevament, it has been employed in negotiating 
indemnities for slaves, fvolishly eloping from the ten- 
der mercies of suuthern democracy, to the hardships 
of the British camp, and the tyrauny of British mon- 
archy; and even for those lost in prosecuting the 
American slave-trade, which, in a moral view, is 
equally criminal with that which our laws denounce 
as piracy. There is now before the House of Repre- 
sentatives a bill to pay certain persons who lost slaves 
from the Cornet and Encomium, wrecked on the Ba- 
bania Islands, $7000 being the residue of the indem- 
nity obtained by the government from Great Britain, 
for those slaves. The claimants of this residue did 
not appear at the time of adjudicating on such claims, 
and making the distribution. Now, these claims 
stand precisely on the same footing as those under the 
French indemnity of 1890 and 1803, for spoliations 
prior to that time,—except in one case the claimants 
are northern working-men, in the other, southern 
slavcholders; in one case, the debt is of forty years 
standing, and in the other, less than five; in the one 
case, the losses were incurred in the pursuit of a law- 
ful and hb bi ce, in the other, by the 
trade in human flesh! Can any consideration of na- 
tional interest, strength and grandeur, (more truly 
weakness and disgraco,) compensate fur injustice like 
this ? 

The bill to refund General Jackson's fine, has been 
referred to the committee on the jadiciary, with in- 
siructions to report a proviso saving the honor of the 
judge, and the supremacy of the civil authority. The 
reference was carried by a party vote, the whigs voting 
for, and the democrats against it. You will have 
seen by a letter of ihe General, recently published, 
that he considers euch a proviso ‘an imputation apon 
my fame.’ 





A President-making debate has been going on in 

the House for about six days. It erose incidentally, in 

the discussion of the repeal of the bankrupt bill. The 

opening of this wide field of controversy appears to 

me to have been an imsinuation of Mr. Wise of Va., 

that the whigs passed the law in order to obtain the 

votes of debtors, but had been overthrown by the 

votes of incensed creditors. Several pertinent, sen- 

sible, and luminous speeches have been made on the 

merits of the bankrupt act, but a greater number have 

been made upon all the topics of party agitation in 

which the parties have glanced, not like the poet, 

* from earth to heaven, but from earth to the ‘ other 
place.’ Attempts have been made to account for the 
split in the whig ranks, one asserting that it was the 
treachery of John Ty'er, another that it was the dic- 
tation of Clay, and another that it was the rivelry of 
Webster and Clay, that had cotrrmenced before Har- 
rison’s decease, and would have been the same if he 
had lived that it now is. This is Mr. Wise’s theory. 
He seems to have forgot his own written account of 
the matter, published to the world more than a year 
ago. In that be names, a8 a principal cause, the re- 
peal of the gag rule, and the appointment of abolition- 
ists to the heads of the Commitiees of Foreign Affairs 
and of Claims. I allude to his letter addressed soon 
a ter the extra session to the ‘ Tertium quid,’ or‘ Ty- 
ler party,’ in Virginia. Mr. Fessenden, of Maine, 
disputed this new theory of Wise, and denied that 
there was any rivalry between Webster and Clay, 
which would not have yielded to considerations of 
public good, as readily as that did betwixt Clay and 
Harrison. Those who have accustomed themselves 
to trace the subtle and sinister workings of slavery in 

the polities of the country, and to mark the jealous 
and grasping temper of slaveholders, would not have 
needed Mr. Fessenden's denial to make them credit 
Mr. Wise’s first, rather than his last explanation of 
the dissolution of the whig party. Abolitiontsts know 
whence come the bitter waters whith have been 
overflowing for fifiy years, until the land has been 
made desolate, morally and physically. 

To-day, in the House, a voluminous report from 
Mr. Webster, on the claims of our citizens upon Hayti, 
was transmitted to the House by the President. It is 
to be printed. Meantime, I hope petitions will come 
in from all points, for the recognition of that heroic 
republic. ‘There was also a message from the Presi- 
dent, recommending the recognition of the independ- 
ence of the Sandwich Islands. Mr. Cushing, of Mass , 
represented this as a measure of much importance at 
this moment, in its relations to the opening of the 
Chinese ports by the late British treaty, and also to 
the proposed occupation of the Oregon country. 

D.L. C. 








The Petitions! 

Has every town done its utmost? It can be no 
mistake to answer No! It is an imperative duty on 
the part of all persons who would petition for any 
cause in their own behalf, to petition now in behalf 
of the slave population of oar country. Send in more 
names! Let the cry be still—‘They come!’ till it 
shall test the strength of a dozen strong men to 





“heave the heavy war-load up the hill,’ 

to present it to Congtess and the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusrtts. Send the mass petitions to Amory Hall.—- 
a WS. 





LF The publishers of the Liberator acknowledge, 
with gratitude, the receipt of ten dollars from Philip 
Chase, and ten dollars from William Dean, of Salem, 
Mass. as donations for its support. 





i> The Voice of Freedom will please change E. 
W. Capron from Walworth, N.Y. to Williamson, 
Wayne Co. N. Y. 
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Middlesex County Latimer Committee. 


Pursuant to a cal! published in the columns of the 
Fmancipator and Liberator, a County Convention, 
composed of delegates from the towns of Middlesex, 
met at Concord, on the 24 of January, at 11 o'clock, 

The meeting was called to order by W. A. White 
of Watertown, and the Hon. Wm. Jackson was cho- 
sen Chairman of the Convention; W. A. White and 
Rey. George F. Simmons were chosen Secretaries. 

The first business before the Convention was the 
circular of the Latimer Committee, which was read, 
and ordered to be referred to a Committee as soon 
as such Committee should be raised. 

On motion of A. B. Merrill of Cambridge, a busi- 
ness Committee of 7 were nominated by the chair, 
to bring forward resolutions for the action of the 
Conventien. 

Messrs. Merrill, Collins, Simmons, Dennison, 
Wilson, Webster and Levy, were appointed as the 
businees Committee. 

On motion of W. A. White, a Committee of 3 was 
appointed to take the names of the persons present, 
and the towns which they represented. Messrs. Al- 
Jen of Waltham, Foster of Lowell, and Bowers of 
Lexington, were appointed on this Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Jackson of Natick, a Committee 
of three, consisting of Messrs. Whiting, Bowers 
and Barber, was appointed to provide a suitable 
place for the members of the Convention to dine in, 
as the only tavern in the town was a rum-tavern. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, it was voted, that when 
the Convention adjourn, it adjourn: at 1, to meet 
again at 2 o'clock. 

The committee to receive the names of delegates, 
reported that: 20 towns” were represented, and that 
83 delegates were present. 

The business committee, by Mr. Merrill, reported 
the following resolutions : 


1. Resolved, That the recent decision of the Su- 
preme Court of the U. States, in the case of Prigg 
vs. Pennsylvania, by which the ancient and sacre 
right of trial by jury and the habeas corpus act are 
denied to every person in this Commonwealth who 
may be claimed as a slave, thus converts Massachu- 
setts into a hupting-ground for southern kidnappers, 
and exposes every man, woman and child, to the cu- 
pidity of southern slaveholders; that this most 
alarming decision calls loudly upon the citizens of 
Massachusetts to make every possible effort to se- 
cure such alteration or construction of the Constitu- 
tion of the U. States, as shall completely exonerate 
Massachusetts from al! participation’ in southern 
slavery. 

2. Resolved, That the violation of law in the con 
finement of Latimer in a jail as a felon; the refusal 
to admit a clergyman to his cell, (bearing to his 
wounded spirit the consolations of religion,) contra- 
ry to the express provisions of the statutes of the 
Commonwealth; the improper use of the public 
property ( constructed, in part, by the taxes of the 
people of Middlesex County,) for private and selfish 
ends; and the collusions between the man-hunter 
and some of the professed officers of justice, de- 
mand the attention of our fellow-citizens, and the 
prompt action of our Legislature. 

3. Resolved, That, in the, opinion of this Con- 
veution, the people of the Commonweaith do, under 
the existing laws and the construction given to them 
by our Courts, assist in the oppression of the slave; 
that they do this, even beyond the requisition of the 
Constitution of the U. States. 

That unprotected persons, and especially persons 
of color, are in danger of being kidnapped from 
among us, and ona careless and corrupt examina- 
tion, deprived of the privilege of the habeas corpus 
and trial by jury, or even without any examination, 
be carried away to the South into slavery for life, 
and that we pray the Legislature accordingly, to re- 
lieve and protect us. 


The report of the committee was accepted, and 
the resolutions laid on the table. 

On motion of W. F. White, a committee of one 
from each town was appointed to bring in the names 
of two persons to join with the Latimer Committee 
in Boston, to present the Great Mass Petition to the 
Legislature. The committee, by their Chairman, 
Mr. Bowers of Concord, reported the names of the 
Hon. Wm. Jackson and Amos B. Merrill, Esqrs., 
and those two gentlemen were choeen. 

pane Collins and oom were somewhat in fa- 
vor 0 ning the day of presenting the petitions, 
as iar" tet fad not been preva and if de- 
layed, the number of petitioners would be very much 
increased, but did not think it advisable to make a 
motion to that effect. 


ArtTernoon Session. 


The Convention met at 2 o'clock. 
W. A. White offered the following preamble and 
esojution, to be forwarded to the Representative in 





Congress from this district : 
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Whereas, under our laws, any person arrested on 
any charge is presumed innocent until the contrary 
is proved, and wherever our federal Constitution has 
attempted to secure to all the right of trial by jury, 
and the habers corpus; therefore, 


Resolved, That we request our Representatives 
in Con to procure the passage of such laws as 
will still further secure these inestimable rights and 
privileges to all persons in this State. 

The preamble and resolution were adopted. 

The lar nominations were then taken up and 
passed, after remarks from Messrs. Merrill, Collins, 
and Bowers. 

A resolution from the Business Committee was 
then offered in the words, 

_ Resolved, That in all our jealousy for our own 

rights, and in all our efforts to redress our own 
wrongs, we will never cease to ‘remember them 
that are in bonds as bound with them’ 

After a few words from Mr. Denison, the resolu- 
tion was passed. 

Mr. Merrill presented the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the President and Secretaries of 
this Convention be requested to present to the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives of Massachusetts 
the following preamble and resolution : 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Commonwealth of. Massachusetts : 

The Latimer Convention, composed of citizens of 
Middlesex county, without regard to’ party, would 
earnestly request your honorable bodies to erase 
from the statute books of the State the last legal 
vestige of slavery—that odious prescriptive and un- 
natural law relating to the intermarriage of persons 
of different complexions, and also to define the pow- 
er of rail-road corporations, by which colored per- 
sons may be protected from insult, proscription, and 
personal violence, 

The resolution, with the preamble, was adopted. 

Mr. White offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a State Convention should be 
called, to take into consideration the various’ ways 


in which Massachusetts suppurts slavery, and find’ 


means to free the State from this great sin, and that 
the Latimer delegates from the various counties take 
the matter into considerrtion, and, if they see fit, pub- 
lish a call at the time they think most proper. 

The resolution was adopted. 

It was resolved, that when the convention adjourn, 
it adjourn to meet at the call of the Chairman. 

It was resolved, that the proceedings of the Con- 
vention be published by the Secretaries in as many 
papers as they think proper. 

The Convention then adjourned. 

WILLIAM JACKSON, President. 


W. A. Waite, eeretaries 
Gro. F. Simons, See - 





SEE 


NOTICES. 





Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Anti=-Sla<- 


very Society. 

The Eleventh Annual meeting of the Massachusetts 
Anti-Slavery Society will be held in Boston, on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, January 25th 
26th, 27th, commencing at 10 o'clock, A.M. The 
meeting, it is confidently oclieved,will be one of unusu- 
al interest and importance, and it is therefore earnestly 
desired that the friends of the cause throughout the 
State should make their arrangements to be present a 
this anuual gathering. 

By order of the Board of Managers, 

FRANCIS JACKSON, President. 

Wm. Lroyp Garrison, Cor. Sec’ry. 





THE LATIMER MASS PETITIONS 
To the Legislature and Congress. 


Returns of the Great Petitions have been received 
by the Latimer Committee from 56 towns. Magy 
of these returns, however, are partial, and several 
hundred more names are expected from the same 
destricts. Individuals are entreated in every town 
to see that every man’s and woman’s name that can 
be obtained to both of these petitions is sent in to 
the Latimer Committee before Jan. 12th. If imper- 
fect returns have been made, send in additional ones. 
There are but a few days more inwhich you can 
possibly aid this cause. Public attention has been 
drawn to these petitions in other States of the Union 
besides Massachusetts. It depends upon ySur exer- 
tion for the next few days, whether the expectations 
abroad and at home shall! be realized. Let no cause 
which you would regret afterwards prevent vou 
from prompt, faithful action. J 

The following are the towns or parts of towns 
heard from: 


Foxboro’ 129 Brewster 770 
Scituate 282 North Dennis 210 
Nantucket 7711 Taunton 97 
Roxbury 387 Raynham 249° 
Weymouth 474 Sudbury 196 
Woburn 149 Leominster 775 
Abington 294 Townsend 55 
Medway 125 Chelmsford 30 
Framingham 717 Mansfield 82. 
Holliston 156 Halifiax v1 
Walpole 133. Warren 85 
Provincetown 47 Carlisle 44 
Methuen 167 Duxbury 37 
Saugus 135 Marshfield 13 
Bellingham 65 Watertown 242 
Wellfleet ! 11) Unknown: 19 
Sherburne 88 Dudley 48 
Freetown 208 Unknown 77 
Charlestown 58 do. 7 
Hanson 71 Centreville and Oys- 
Chilmark 77 ~~ terville 229 
Medford 100 Yarmouth port West- 
Southampton ? 86 Barnstable 175 
Unknown 73 West Boylston 96. 
Springfield 105. Newburyport & New- 

orth Brookfield 475 bury 350- 
Natick 192 Gloucester 27 
Stoughton 171 Rowley 62 
Randolph 286 —— 
Hanover 56 10,191 
Upton 42h 


Total, ten thousand one hundred and ninety-one 
from fifty-six towns, or one-sixth part of the Com- 
monwealth, 

Remember to send the petitions, without fail, on 
or before Januaky J2th, to H. I. Bowditch, Wm. F. 
Channing, Frederick S. Cabot, Latimer Committee,. 
No. 3, Amory Hall, Boston. 

WM. F. CHANNING. 

Boston, 3, Amory Hall, Jan. 3, 1842 





BOSTON FEMALE ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

The quarterly meeting of the Boston F. A. 8. Soci- 
ety will be beld at the Marlboro’ Hali, No. 7, on Wed- 
nesday next, January Ith, at 3o’clock, P.M. Im- 
portant business is to be transacted, and the Report of 
the Society with that of the Glasgow Society are to 
be distributed. 

8S. H,. SOUTHWICK, Rec. Sec. 





ALL THE CHILDREN OF BOSTON, 


From ten years and upwards, who would like to aid 
in singing at the great anti-slavery meetings at Fan- 
euil Hall, on the evenings of the 25th, 26:h and 27th 
inst , are requested to meet at the house of the sub- 
scriber, 14, WILLIAMS-STREET, on Tuesday eve- 
ning of next week, January 12th, at halfpast 6 o’clk, 


for the pur of practising. 
iia ol J. A. COLLINS. 


» NOTICE. 

The Wercester County North Division Anti-Slaver 
Society will hold an adjourned meeting (which will 
be its annual meeting) at Prince-on, on Wednesday, 
the first day of February next. The varied and impor- 
tant aspects of the cause of liberty in our county ren- 
der it important that the true friends of the s!ave turn 
out by scores from every town in the district. Our 
true-hearted friends James Boyle of Ohio, and Charles 
Lenox Remond are expected to be present. Come to 
the rescue, friends, as though the tender ties of nature 
were sundered forever, that b'nd us to our wives, our 
sonsand daughters, our parents, our brothers and sis- 
ters; yea, as though we were suffering the doom of 
slavery. The abolitionists of Princeton. will give you 


a hearty welcome. 
J.T. EVERETT, Pres ‘dent 
Bexsamin Wyman, Sec’ry, 


PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 


The Piymonth County Anti-Slavery Society will 
meet at the meeting-house in South Hingham, op 
Wednesday, the 11th instant, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 
The friends of the cause are invited to attend. Come 
all, and let there be a strong expression from the old 
colony, on the subject of slavery, and a determination 
to resist all attempts of slaveholders to take freemen 
from the suil of Massachusetts. 

SAMUEL DYER, Sec'y. 

Abington, Jan. 2, 1843. 











ADELPHIC UNION LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 





On Monday evening, Jan. 9, there will be a series of 
experimente, illustrative of the sciences. 


lb 

















